Many language practitioners believe in the importance of grammar teaching for young learners as it supports the basic for young learners' language development. Various beliefs on the grammar teaching method are aroused too. It leads to confusion on how to teach grammar in young learners' classroom. Thus, this paper aims to investigate further how grammar is taught in young learners' classroom. After having observations in sixth-graders' English classes and deep interviews with the teachers who were observed, it is found that the teachers tended to teach grammar explicitly. It happened as they believed in the urgency of grammar mastery in the early ages. Moreover, they consider the students as those who are ready enough to understand the grammar rule as their logic is considered more advanced than their junior in school. This finding can be a means of supporting teachers' self-evaluation, schools' evaluation and also for other educational practitioners who want to investigate teaching grammar for young learners further.
A. Introduction
Nowadays, although English is not included in the applied curriculum anymore, many Elementary schools in Indonesia still have English in class. For the success of English class, many components have been the concern of the English practitioners including grammar teaching. According to Cameron, grammar is necessary to express precise meanings in discourse. 1 By having good grammar, the language can be communicated more effectively. It affects positively to their systematic language production. Once they communicate, they will be aware of producing the language. They may make 2 Lisa Garrett, 'Teaching Grammar in an English as a Foreign Language (Efl) Context', The Australian Journal of Indigenous Education 31 (2003) : 35-40, https://doi.org/10.1017/S1326011100003677. mistake but they will have the courage to revise it as they realize that it is grammatically wrong. If grammar is taught from the early stage, children may have little possibility of making grammatical mistakes so their language spoken can be clear and understandable. According to Brown, grammar is needed to produce clear and effective communication 3 and supported by Sitorus who says that without recognizing the grammatical rules, the language that people produce will simply be chaotic. 4 As a result, they might be not used to produce the language effectively and efficiently. Therefore, some parties believe that grammar is better to be introduced to young learners.
On the other hand, other practitioners find that grammar is not a good idea to be taught in young learners' classroom. Brown direct teaching only but it should also involve activities accommodating the young learners' special characteristics.
This fact has been a concern for those who have an interest in researching teaching English for young learners. In one hand, teaching grammar explicitly is good to develop the grammar consciousness of the learners so in the future they can have the awareness on grammar mistakes. Uysal Therefore, it can be concluded that having explicit grammar teaching in young learners' classroom is not a good idea.
The Stages in Teaching Grammar for Young Learners
Based on the observation, the grammar was taught directly.
Meanwhile, Batstone in Cameron
proposes to have a noticing stage as the first stage in grammar teaching. 38 In this stage, the students focus on meaning and take a view on its grammar. It is expected that the students are aware of the structure and they may notice a connection between form and meaning.
Based on the observation, the teacher did not proceed the noticing stage 36 Pinter, Children Learning Second Languages. 37 
